[Current indications of coronary arteriography in coronary artery disease (with the exception of acute myocardial infarction) (author's transl)].
The indications of coronary arteriography have multiplied in recent years. Therapeutic indications have followed knowledge of the good results of revascularisation surgery. Initially limited to severe stable angina improved little or not at all by major anti-angina agents, they have been extended, in the view of many, to include various types of unstable angina where, in addition to the symptomatic improvement obtained, an attempt is made to decrease the incidence of myocardial infarction and of long term mortality. Indications relative to determination of the extent of disease may be preventive: the fear of severe coronary lesions on the basis of effort test results, the fear of a second infarction immediately following a primary lesion, or as a virtually routine examination in young individuals in order to better assess the degree of disease and to guide treatment. Diagnostic indication should be rare.